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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to find out the impact of
reapplying face to face learning in the new normal era on
the English achievement of the eighth-grade students at
SMPN 1 Makale Selatan. In analyzing the data of this
research, the writer used qualitative method. The subject
of this research were the English teacher and students at
SMPN 1 Makale Selatan. The data of this research was
collected by doing interview. The obtained data were
analyzed in three major phases namely reduction, data
display, and conclusion. The result of the research found
out some the impact of reapplying face to face learning in
the new normal era on the student’s English achievement,
the first there is students learning motivation, the second it
is easier for students to understand the material provided
by the teacher in class, and the third students English
achievement have increased face to face learning is
reinstated. Based on these findings, the researcher
concluded that the current reapplying of face-to-face
learning hase every positive impact on students’ English
achievement
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INTRODUCTION

The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly affected life in Indonesia. The
consequences of this pandemic have an impact on all areas of life. The education
sector is one of the sectors most affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. As the
virus spreads from person to person through direct contact, this has forced the
government to limit community activities, including educational activities.
Restrictions on the learning process are implemented to prevent the spread of the
virus. This restriction is carried out in accordance with strict health guidelines so
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that learning can take place safely for students and teachers who keep it.

Changes in the learning system during the Covid-19 pandemic with the
online system has been running for more than 1 year. In the implementation of the
online learning system uses technology as connecting interactions between
educators and students (Herzamzam, 2021). Over time educators, students and
parents can adapting to the online learning system (online) even though it is not
optimal as well as efforts at insistence and voicing for implementation face-to-
face learning is not as enthusiastic as in mid-early transitional period for
implementing online learning, namely at the beginning and middle of 2020.
Learning online in early 2020, implemented remotely which can be done in time
simultaneously which can be done with alternative media in the form of google
classroom, whatsapp, telegram, zoom meeting, google meet, teacher's room and
various applications that support learning remotely (T. A. P. Dewi & Sadjiarto,
2021).

Based on observations, schools carry out learning online, one of which is
SMPN 1 Makale Selatan. Online learning interpreted as teaching and learning that
takes place online and use effective learning techniques to achieve goals learning.
When online learning activities take place, there are One of the obstacles is that
learning becomes less effective in the provision of subject matter, student
acceptance of the material lessons and students are less motivated to learn. During
online learning, students tend to be passive due to only carrying out daily
attendance, receiving material, and receive daily tasks sent via WA or Group
Messenger. The learning strategy applied is the E-Learning system. E-Learning as
implementation of learning carried out between teachers and students online
without face-to-face advance and attention to time, (Riyani et al., 2020). Teachers
and students in applying E-learning learning without having to gather in a room
simultaneously (Hafidzah,2020). In addition, the tasks given are not complete
done directly, so it can be said that during online learning students tend to be
passive which is one of the causes namely at least direct interaction between
teachers and students or fellow students.

After the decline in the spread of Covid-19, the Ministry Education and
Culture, Minister of Religion, Minister of Health, and The Minister of Home
Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia in Number 03/KB/2021, Number 384 of 2021
concerning guidelines for organizing learning during the corona virus disease
2019 (Covid-19) pandemic has decided that: In terms of educators and educational
staff in units education has been fully vaccinated against Covid-19, then in
accordance with its authority requires the education unit universities in the region
provide face-to-face learning limited and distance learning. This limited face-to-
face learning is defined by attendance students to school in rotation, namely by
arranging and controlling the number of students attending school by 50% than
normal according to the class level or often called the session take turns. By
holding the rotating sessions, there is a difference time during class hours, namely
the time hours of lessons will be truncated minutes to fill in the other lessons.
Furthermore, limited face-to-face learning is highly prioritized the health and
safety of students, so the consent of the person is required student parents.
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Based on observations, face-to-face learning is limited carried out at
SMPN 1 Makale Selatan after carrying out feasibility supervision implementation
of limited face-to-face learning and obtaining permits adhering to health
protocols. At the beginning of face-to-face learning this limited students are very
happy to attend to school, because face-to-face learning is expected by students.
That matter seen at the time of observation; students attend school earlier than
time learning begins. But on the other hand, from the information obtained, some
students feel lazy to take part in learning well, like when the teacher explains the
material there are students who are easy sleepy, unfocused, and daydreaming, so
that when implemented question and answer session about the learning material
that has been taught, there are some students who cannot respond to questions
correctly correct.

There is a change in the learning system from online to Limited face-to-
face learning makes students must be able to follow good learning. Teachers must
be able to provide motivation to students so that students quickly adapt to the
learning system Limited face to face. A journal that discusses motivation learning,
reveals that motivation to learn plays an important role in obtain learning
outcomes, because of the learning motivation that students have such as
enthusiasm in learning, diligent, tenacious, and have concentration full, can affect
student learning outcomes. Vice versa students who do not have the motivation to
learn, both intrinsically and extrinsic is not able to obtain good learning outcomes.
In implementing limited face-to-face learning during the pandemic, schools were
required must produce an optimal implementation of learning with appropriate
timing effective and efficient. The learning strategy is the educator's effort to
implement learning strategies that are not only about adding or increasing
understanding only in terms of knowledge, but aspects of attitudes and skills must
also be affected planning and preparing learning strategies for students,
(Ramadan, 2021). In implementing learning, each school has a learning strategy,
strategy learning is made with the aim of maximizing the ability of students,
(Azizi,2021). Teachers or educators must always develop a learning plan to follow
technological advances, to facilitate the educational process, (Riyani et al., 2020).
Teacher has an important role in the change of students, so the teacher must
always develop competency in educating students.

The learning implementation plan (RPP) at SMPN 1 Makale Selatan is
using RPP by adjusting the conditions of face-to-face learning during the
pandemic. But RPP What is made has a difference that lies also in the learning
time limited. The core contents of the RPP are preliminary activities, with
greeting, checking student attendance, then directing students to review the
subject matter contained in the E-Learning application. Implementation learning
with E-learning is online learning with mastery demands technology in applying
it, (Yaniawati, 2013).

Entering the odd semester of the 2022/2023 academic year, learning is
again being carried out face-to-face. In this post-pandemic full face-to-face
learning, the roles of teachers, parents, and of course the government are expected
to be able to motivate students to remain enthusiastic, able to adapt, and excel at

English Education Study Program
Universitas Kristen Indonesia Toraja 44



TEFL oOverseas Journal

Teaching English as a Foreign Language Journal
ISSN 2461-0240 (Print), 2828-9544 (Online)
Volume 11 Number 1 April 2023

school.

The Ministry of Education and Culture also launched the Independent
Curriculum which is a simplification of the 2013 Curriculum to suppress learning
loss. "So this Independent Curriculum is an effort to deal with the low quality of
education in the past, and also as a solution to the challenges in the world of
education due to the Covid-19 pandemic (Nadiem Makarim)".

METHOD

The writer conducted this research at SMPN 1 Makale Selatan, regency of
Tana Toraja, academic year 2022/2023. It is located on JI. Poros Bera, Kelurahan
Tiromanda, Kecamatan Makale selatan, Kabupaten Tana Toraja. The participant
in this research were the eighth grade students and English teachers at SMPN 1
Makale selatan, English teacher and eight students.The researcher used random
sampling tecnique, where the sampling was randomly by interview two students
from each class and the English teacher of eighth grade. In collecting data, The
researcher took the permit searching at Campus UKI Toraja, the researcher
prepare question for English teacher and students, the researcher enter to the class
and directed to students before interviewing, the researcher gave question by
interview the English teacher and students, the English teacher and students
answer the question from the researcher, the researcher recorded while the process
interview, and the researcher analyzed the data collection.

FINDING DAN DISCUSSION
Findings

In this study, researchers used interviews to collect data. The findings
presented are based on research questions which are intended to find out the
response of one teacher and several students regarding the application of face-to-
face learning in the new normal era. The researcher conducted his research at
SMPN 1 Makale Selatan.

In the interview session, the researcher recorded 8 students, consisting of 4
boys and 4 girls with an English teacher using a recorder. After recording, the
researcher transcribes the data then quotes.

The following are the result of interviews with students:
Extract 1: The students feel happy with reapplying face to face learning.

In this extract, the researcher asked the students how interested they were
in face to face learning again

S1 . | feel happy, because | can meet teachers and friends and the
teaching and learning process becomes even better
S2 . feeling happy, because | can gather with friends, can ask the

teacher if there are subjects that are not understood, can solve
problems with the teacher at school, can communicate with friends
S3 : happy to meet the teacher and learn well
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Based on the statement above, the researcher concludes that face-to-face
learning is very enjoyable for students, with the reapplying of face-to-face
learning, students can establish interaction back at school. The statement above
also supported by the S4, S5,

S6, S7, S8.

Extract 2: the application of face-to-face learning has a positive impact on

students.

In this extract, the researcher asked the students the impact of re-
implementing face-to-face learning.

S1 : more diligent in doing assignments at school than studying online
because they are more concerned with playing than doing assignments.
Understand more about what the teacher explained and can ask questions
if there is something that is not understood.

S4 . can ask the teacher if you don't understand the learning material, are
more diligent in doing assignments, rather than studying online, can
establish friendships with friends.

S5 . happy and excited because the material can be explained directly by the
teacher, so we understand better in doing assignments.

Based on the statement above the researcher concluded that face-to-face
learning had a very positive impact on the learning process where students more
easily understood the material presented by the teachers at school. interaction at
school returned to normal and students received direct guidance from the teacher.
The statement above also supported by the S3, S4, S6, S7, S8.

The following are the result of interviews with English teacher:

Extract 1 : online to offline learning causes changes in the teaching process.

I : Are there any changes in the teaching process that arise

from online face to face learning.

T  :yes, of course there have been changes, the change that | feel is that in
online learning we deal with students via computers, laptops and cellphones
only, so to measure students' understanding of the material explained is very
difficult, compared to face-to-face learning we can deal directly with
students, and the impact is very large, where we as teachers can guide and
educate students directly.

Based on the statement above, researchers can conclude that online or
offline learning causes drastic changes in the teaching process where teachers can
directly guide and educate students.

Extract 2: student learning outcomes continue to increase.

T . regarding the impact that has arisen, the first thing you can see is the
progress of student learning outcomes, in this case, you can see it from the
assignments given. then secondly, in face-to-face learning, students are
more active in the learning process, for example, students actively ask if
there is material that is not understood. lastly, in face-to-face learning,
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students are very enthusiastic about learning so that student learning
outcomes continue to increase.

Based on the statement above the researcher concluded that this

face-to-face learning student learning outcomes continued to increase.

Extract 3: the level of students' understanding of learning is quite good.

I : What is the level of students’ understanding of the material

presented in class?

T . regarding the level of student understanding in the face-to-face
learning process, this is of course different where students can
understand faster and there are also students who are slow. but it is all
our job as teachers to guide and direct students in learning. As far as my
monitoring in class, the level of students' understanding of the learning
material is above average or quite good.

Based on the statement above, the researcher can conclude that learning
that is carried out directly in class is easier for students to understand and
understand.

Extract 4: using the technique of practicing the material in front of the class.
T . the technique that | use in learning English is directing students to
practice the material directly in front of the class, this technique makes
students more active in learning and easily understands the material.
Based on the statement above, the researcher can conclude that by using
techniques to practice directly the material provided in class can motivate students
to actively learn in class.

Discussion

In this part, the researcher would like to discuss the result of the data
analysis of the respect to problem statement of this research. After analyzing the
interviews, The researcher found are:

The impact of face to face learning in the new normal era on the level of
students understanding of English learning.
1. The students feel happy with reapplying face to face learning.

With the implementation of face-to-face learning, students feel happy
because they can meet friends and teachers at school, can communicate directly
with teachers. From the results of these data it can be concluded that students are
motivated to return to carrying out the learning process at school. With the
motivation of students to return to school, it makes students enthusiastic about
learning, so that it influences student learning outcomes to increase. According to
Sulistijo (2017) the learning process really needs learning motivation, students
who are not motivated to learn, their learning achievement is also not good. This
statement is in accordance with Sumarti (2018) that low learning motivation
affects learning outcomes and student learning goals. Students will be more
enthusiastic in learning and seeking knowledge when their motivation increases,
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so that the resulting achievements are better.
2.  The application of face-to-face learning has a positive impact on students.
Face-to-face learning has a positive impact on the student learning process,
the teacher explains directly in class so students understand the material more
easily, students are more diligent in doing the assignments given without any
obstacles. Student learning outcomes continue to increase if students are diligent
in doing the assignments given. According to Pertiwi (2019) evaluation in
learning is also needed to determine the level of student understanding, which will
later affect learning outcomes. This statement is in accordance with the opinion of
Suwasti (2016) through the evaluation of learning activities it can be seen the
results of student learning, evaluation serves to measure students’ ability to master
the material presented.

Teacher quality on the level of students understanding of English learning
1. Online to offline learning causes changes in the teaching process.

In addition to having an impact on the student learning process, it also has
an impact on the teacher’s teaching process. The change from online to offline
learning causes changes in the teaching process, where in this process the teacher
directly educates and guides students in class.

2.  Students learning achievement continue to increase

Development of students learning achievementhas increased, where in face-
to-face learning students are active in doing assignments, active in the learning
process. According to Arifin (2010) that optimal learning achievement can be
seen from the completeness of learning skill in doing assignments, and have a
good apreciation of learning.

3. The level of students understanding of learning is quite good

Basically, understanding is one from of learning achievement. The easier it
is for students to understand the material explained by the teacher, it will affect
students learning achievement. As revealed by Sudijono (2011) that understanding
is ability of a person to understand or understand something and after it is know
and remembered.

4. Using the technique of practicing the material in front on the class

Dealing directly with students, teachers can assess and see the level of
understanding of students in learning. Based on the results of an interview with
one of the teachers, stated that in the learning process, especially learning English
using the method of practicing the material directly, where students are directed to
practice the material in front of the class, or directly observe activities related to
the material. From this method students grasp the material more quickly and
easily understand the material, thus affecting the results of learning English
students. According to Idris and Barizi (2009) the learning method is the way the
teacher organizes learning and the way students learn. In the opinion of Sudjana
(2005) the practical method is a learning method that is used with the aim of
training and increasing the ability of students to apply the knowledge and skills
they have learned.

English Education Study Program
Universitas Kristen Indonesia Toraja 48



TEFL oOverseas Journal

Teaching English as a Foreign Language Journal
ISSN 2461-0240 (Print), 2828-9544 (Online)
Volume 11 Number 1 April 2023

CONCLUSIONS

The researcher expands the conclusions about the impact of reapplying
face to face learning in the new normal era on students’ English achievement as
follows, The reapplying face to face learning has positive impact such as; (1)
students learning motivation, (2) it is easier for students to understand the material
provided by the teacher in class, and (3) students English achievement have
increased face to face learning is reinstated.
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